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BY  day  and 
night  for 
five  long 
years  he 
was  planning,  writ- 
ing, struggling  and 
yielding  up  his  very 
life  to  give  to  the 
world  the  realiza- 
tion of  that  vision — 
the  ten  thrilling, 
tender  and  humor- 
ous chapters  of  a 
superlative  photo- 
plav. 


The  Son  of  ^Democracy 


The 


Son  of  Democracy 


5> 


IENJAMIN  CHAPIN'S 
vision  of  better  photo- 
plays has  taken  form 
I  in  a  remarkable  pro- 
duction that  has  been  given  an 
enthusiastic  reception  by  mil- 
lions of  people,  led  by  tens  of 
thousands  of  officials,  experts, 
authors,  artists  and  ministers  in 
a  grand  chorus  of  enthusiasm. 

Benjamin  Chapin's  historical 
dream  has  been  produced  with 
lifelike  reality  through  his  own 
"perfect  impersonation." 

These  vivid  photoplays  have 
been  released  in 

Cpammounl  Cpictiires 

by  the  Famous  Players-Lasky  Corporation  and  their 
appearance  has  been  a  revelation  in  motion  picture 
production.  They  tell  graphic  stories  in  ten  Chap- 
ters, of  the  Greatest  American  Boy,  who  climbed 
"From  Backwoods  Cabin  Up  To  Capitol." 


7 HE  pictures  will  inspire  confidence,  hope,  am- 
bition and  patriotism  in  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  every  man,  woman  and  child." 


(Signed) 

General  Nelson  A.  Miles 

U.  S.  Army 


First  Chapter 

"MY  MOTHER" 


1 


]HE  first  chapter  of  "The  Son  of  Democ- 
racy" gives  an  intimate  glimpse  into  the 
boyhood  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Here  in 
the  shadows  of  the  wilderness  the  boy  Lin- 
coln experienced  his  first  great  love  and  his  first 
great  sorrow — the  loss  of  her  of  whom  in  after 
years  he  said,  "All  that  I  am  or  hope  to  be,  I  owe 
to  my  loving  mother!"  It  shows  the  gentle  influ- 
ence, the  loving  companionship  of  that  mother — 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln.  It  is  filled  with  the  pranks 
and  tragedies — the  humor  and  pathos  that  comes 
in  the  life  of  every  real  boy. 


J  WANT  to  tell  you  that  we  were  tremendously 
M    impressed  by  it.  I  think  the  setting  is  beautiful. 

You  have  certainly  chosen  the  actors  who  help 
you,  with  the  wisest  care  and  discrimination.  The 
little  boy  Lincoln  is  a  wonder,  Lincoln's  mother  is 
a  sweet  and  charming  woman,  and  I  hardly  need  tell 
you  how  much  we  appreciated  your  wonderful  im- 
personation. My  husband  wept  most  audibly  through 
all  the  touching  parts  of  the  play.  I  shall  let  him 
write  his  own  opinion.  I  am  convinced  that  your 
success  will  be  phenomenal  throughout  the  country. 
It  is  certainly  the  kind  of  play  that  will  lift  and  in- 
spire the  people  of  our  beloved  country." 

(Signed) 

Maud  Ballington  Booth 

Volunteer  Prison  League,  New  York 


Second  Chapter 

"The  Call  To  Arms" 


"T  feel  that  I  cannot  succeed  without  the  Divine  blessing 
and  on  the  Almighty  Being  I  place  my  reliance  for 
support." 

Lincoln. 


HIS  chapter  shows  the  Lincoln  family 
in  the  White  House;  the  character  of 
this  great  man  beset  with  tremendous 
problems  from  the  beginning  of  his  presi- 
dency, always  able  to  find  time  for  his  boys. 
Though  earnestly  desiring  to  avoid  war,  he 
never  lost  sight  of  the  one  important  thing — 
the  preservation  of  the  Union.  The  response 
to  his  call  for  volunteers  thrills  us  as  has  the 
answer  of  the  nation  to  the  call  of  Democracy 
today. 


f>\  OM  PARED 
\j  with  the  usual 
run  of  film  ex- 
hibits, yours  pleased 
everybody  and  was  a 
refreshing  change.  A 
good,  healthful  drama, 
an  historical  education, 
which  should  be  at  this 
time  a  welcome  enter- 
tainment to  the  jaded 
veterans  of  vitascope 
shows.  Above  all,  the 
idea  is  patriotic  and 
stimulating." 

(Signed) 

Rear  Admiral 
Wm.  N.  Little 
U.  S.  Navy 


Third  Chapter 

"MY  FATHER" 


1Y  FATHER"  makes  us  realize  the  vi- 
tal importance  of  an  education. 
Abe's  ability  to  read  saved  Tom  Lin- 
coln, his  father,  from  losing  his  farm.  You 
will  be  quite  in  sympathy  with  the  licking 
given  Endel  Carter,  who  tried  to  take  advan- 
tage of  Tom's  illiteracy — and  with  the  duck- 
ing of  young  Huck  in  the  rain  barrel.  The 
chapter  is  full  of  action  and  humorous  inci- 
dents. 


/HAVE  long  been   a  student  of  Lincoln.  It 
was  a  real  pleasure  to  see  your  interpretation 
of  his  character.    It  was  both  interesting  a  >d 
illuminating." 

Josephus  Daniels 

Secretary  of  the  Navy 


N  exceedingly  remarkable  achievement — ar- 
tistically, historically,  spiritually.  > ou  have 
rendered  a  large  public  service." 


(Signed) 

J.  G.  Phelps  Stokes 

100  William  Street,  N.  Y. 

Publicist 


"THANKS  ahead  of  any- 
_/Y_  thing  on  the  mark- 
et today.  It  is  the 
greatest  of  all  American 
features,  not  excepting 
'The  Birth  of  a  Nation.'  " 

(Signed) 

William  V.  Hart 
311  W.  111th  St. 

N.  Y.  Motion  Pictures 


Fourth  Chapter 

"MY  FIRST  JURY" 


HIS  tells  the  story  of  Abe's  defense  of 
a  little  colored  boy  accused  of  chicken 
stealing.  That  barnyard  jury  (of  his 
peers?)  is  excruciatingly  funny.  In  order  to 
sustain  the  decision  in  favor  of  the  accused, 
Abe  forgets  his  promise  to  his  mother,  not  to 
fight,  and  a  battle  royal  ensues.  This  inci- 
dent must  have  been  a  turning-point  in  Abe's 
career. 


£yUCH  an  accurate  reproduction  of  family  life 
i\  in  the  early  days  of  our  country's  story  is  of 
priceless  value  in  teaching  our  children  the 
simple  invigorating  surroundings  in  which  the  famous 
builder  of  our  country  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
nation  which  is  fighting  for  world  liberty  today.  One 
short  reel  docs  more  to  make  it  a  part  of  our  children's 
heritage  than  '  hours  of  schoolroom  teaching  can  ever 
do." 

Miss  Mabel  M.  Anderson 

Chrm'n.  Publicity  Committee  Mass.  Teachers'  Federation 


/NEVER  felt  so  great 
and  human,  and  never 
was  so  touched  as  by 
'The  Son  of  Democracy/  It 
reached  the  bottom  of  my 
heart.  Every  human  being 
ought  to  see  this." 


(Signed) 


P.  BROUNOFF 

147  W.  11th  St.,  N.  Y. 

Composer  and  Lecturer 


I 


Fifth  Chapter 

"Tender  Memories" 


N  Lincoln's  time,  as  today,  every  man 
had  his  own  ideas  for  running  the 
war.  In  the  midst  of  attacking  opin- 
ions and  interests,  Abraham  Lincoln  held  to 
the  firm  belief  that  in  this  stupendous  crisis, 
as  in  the  struggles  of  his  early  life,  Right 
makes  for  the  Might  which  must  prevail.  On 
one  of  the  battlefields  he  sees  a  soldier  raising 
a  cross  over  a  fallen  comrade  and  it  recalls 
to  him  a  tender  memory  of  another  grave — 
his  beloved  mother's — under  its  coverlet  of 
snow.  This  beautiful  scene  strikes  a  deep,' 
responsive  chord  in  every  heart. 


/T  was  a  rare  treat 
to  witness  the  re- 
sult of  brains  and 

culture.  And  what  a 
result!  Many  big  movie 
efforts  dazzle  with 
magnitude,  lavish  ex- 
penditure of  money  and 
time,  but  here  is  a  mov- 
ing-photo    cycle  that 

reaches  the  soul.  Here  is  a  picture  with  the  uni- 
versal appeal.  Here  is  that  heart-interest  'thing' 
that  we  all  strive  for  in  its  simplest,  purest  form. 
Griffith,  Brenon,  etc.,  have  done  big  things,  but  no 
one  of  them  has  ever  reached  the  height  that  Chapin 
stands  upon — alone — the  master  of  heart-interest 
appeal." 

(Signed) 

James  R.  Carey 

Long  Time  Stage  Director  and  Dramatist 


Sixth  Chapter 

" A  President's  Answer' 


I  HE  father  heart  of  Lincoln  is  revealed 
he  constantly  grants  pardons  in  di- 
rect opposition  to  War  Secretary 
Stanton  and  against  the  regulations  and  disci- 
pline of  the  Army.  In  memory  of  a  minister's 
goodness  in  coming  a  hundred  miles  to  preach 
a  sermon  over  his  mother's  grave,  he  saves  the 
life  of  Preacher  Elkin's  son  and  pays  a  debt 
a  thousand-fold. 


'XTOU  are  entitled  to  all  praise  and  thanks  for 
I      your  inspiring  motion  picture  'The  Son  of 
Democracy'  showing  many  unfamiliar  scenes 
from  the  life  of  Lincoln.  In  looking  at  the  film  the 
zvords  of  Gladstone  come  to  mind: 

'Sow  a  thought,  reap  an  act; 
Sow  an  act,  reap  a  habit; 
Sow  a  habit,  reap  a  character; 
Sow  a  character,  reap  a  destiny.' " 

(Signed) 

Edward  Harding 

National  Committee  of  Patriotic  Societies 


Seventh  Chapter 

"NATIVE  STATE" 


|  HE  first  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  President's 
grandfather,  was  a  Kentucky  neighbor  and 
cousin  of  Daniel  Boone.  These  pioneers 
were  in  constant  danger  of  Indian  attacks. 
Tom  and  little  Dot  Lincoln  got  lost.  The  white 
families  find  the  Indians  are  on  the  warpath,  and 
the  death  sign — an  arrow  through  Dot's  cap !  Fawn, 
a  beautiful  Indian  girl,  sees  the  children  about  to 
be  scalped  and  creeps  out  to  meet  stealth  with 


stealth.  During  the  Civil  War  this  thrilling  story 
is  told  to  a  grandson  of  Daniel  Boone  by  a  mys- 
terious stranger.  Boone  is  a  Southern  sympathizer 
and  his  home  in  Washington  has  been  confiscated 
by  the  Government.  He  is  blind,  and  not  knowing 
who  his  visitor  is,  denounces  President  Lincoln. 
The  stranger  listens  in  silence  and  then  gives  Boone 
an  order  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  Not  until  the 
visitor  has  left  does  Boone  discover  that  the  man 
who  restored  his  property  was  President  Lincoln. 


"  A  DMIRABLE!  You  have  simply  done  won- 
Z-l   ders.  Please  accept  my  hearty  congratulations. 
You  are  rendering  a  great  service,  especially 
to  the  rising  generation,  particularly  at  this  critical 
period  of  our  national  life." 

(Signed)      A  Emerson  Palmer 

Secretary,  Board  of  Education, 
City  of  New  York 


Eighth  Chapter 

"Down  The  River" 


HE  Mississippi  in  the  olden  days  was  infested 
by  bands  of  slave-stealers  who  seized  free  negroes 
and  sold  them  into  slavery.  While  floating  with 
the  tide  down  the  river  on  a  long  raft  with  a 
load  of  goods,  young  Lincoln  becomes  the  central 
figure  in  a  contest  of  craftiness  and  violence  with  the 
worst  of  these  gangs  who  have  stolen  a  free  negress  from 
New  Salem,  his  home  town.  The  antics  and  pranks  of 
Rastus,  a  little  black  urchin,  cause  much  excitement  and 
furnish  the  side-splitting  fun  of  this  picturesque  romance 
of  the  Mississippi. 


Ninth  Chapter 

"The  Slave  Auction" 


|  HIS  shows  the  slave  center  at  its  worst.  Here 
young  Abe  is  at  close  quarters  with  the  band  of 
slave-stealers.  To  save  the  free  negress,  he  again 
becomes  the  main  figure  of  a  drama  of  plot  and 
counterplot,  suspense,  excitement  and  humor  in 
their  highest  form.  In  the  very  shadows  of  the  auction 
block  a  voodoo  fortune-teller  prophesies  that  he  will  be- 
come President,  that  he  will  be  the  leader  in  a  great  war 
and  that  through  him  will  slaves  be  freed.  Lincoln  fails 
to  save  the  free  negress,  and  in  righteous  wrath  he  vows, 
"If  I  ever  get  a  chance  to  hit  slavery,  I'll  hit  it  hard!"  Both 
the  voodoo  woman's  vision,  and  young  Abe's  pledge  come 
true,  for,  in  thirty-one  years,  Lincoln,  as  President,  signs  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation,  abolishing  slavery  forever. 


Tenth  Chapter 

"Under  The  Stars" 


IHE  fate  of  the  war  is  to  be  decided  by 
Kentucky — whether  it  secedes  or  stays  in 
I  the  Union.  Lincoln  in  anguish  prays  that 
it  may  be  saved  for  the  flag;  that  liberty 
of  the  whole  country  may  be  established  as  the 
hope  of  the  whole  world.  The  Kentucky  Assembly 
is  evenly  decided  on  the  great  question.  Lincoln  is 
attacked  by  a  disloyal  mem- 
ber. In  reply,  another 
member  shows  the  Presi- 
dent's greatness  and  pure 
motives  by  telling  the  ro- 
mantic story  of  Lincoln's 
grandfather,  who  gave  his 
life  to  make  Kentucky  a 
state.  At  this  moment,  just 
as  the  vote  is  to  be  taken, 
a  remarkable  message  is  re- 
ceived from  the  President. 
Alone,  "the  Great-Heart  of 
the  White  House" 
waits  for  the  an- 
swer. Will  they 
allow  the  armies 
to  cross  their 
state  to  fight  the 
battles  for  Free- 
dom and  Union? 
Will  Kentucky,  his  native  State,  remain  "Under 
the  Stars?" 


rTlHE  picture  should  be  seen  by  every  man,  wo- 
i     man  and  child;  once  seen  it  will  never  be  for- 
gotten and  furthermore,  it  will  unconsciously 
influence  for  good  the  life  of  each  and  everyone  in 
the  audience. 

(Signed) 

Mrs.  William  Grant  Brown,  President, 

N.  Y.  State  Federation  of  Woman's  Clubs 


The 


Son°/Democracy 


HAS  been  made  pos- 
sible by  the  stren- 
uous life,  manifold 
labors  and  large  fortune 
given  by  Benjamin  Chap- 
in,  who  gave  himself  and 
all  that  he  had  in  him  that 
the  life  and  character  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  might 
be  portrayed  and  emu- 
lated. His  characteriza- 
tion portrays  not  only  the 
outer  man  but  also  his 
inner  soul,  manhood,  and 
character. 

But  Benjamin  Ghapin 
has  given  us  more  than  a 
delineation  of  the  char- 
acter and  life  of  the  "sav- 
ior of  our  country"— he 
has  given  us  a  picture 
story  that  would  satisfy 
the  requirements  of  the 
most  fastidious  veteran 
"fan."  Whether  those 
requirements  demand 
thrills,  heart  interest,  sus- 
pense, or  what  not,  they 
will  be  satisfied  by 

"The 

Son  of  Democracy" 


